




 “5,000 Year Leap” 
The 28 Great Ideas that Changed the World 

by W. Cleon Skousen 



Among other places, the Founders looked to 

the Bible to devise a proper system of 

government. 

	  Exodus	  18:21,	  “But	  select	  capable	  men	  
from	  all	  the	  people—men	  who	  fear	  God,	  
trustworthy	  men	  who	  hate	  dishonest	  gain
—and	  appoint	  them	  as	  officials	  over	  
thousands,	  hundreds,	  fiDies	  and	  tens.”	  	  	  



	  All	  the	  people	  were	  organized	  into	  
small	  manageable	  units	  where	  the	  
representaIve	  of	  each	  family	  had	  a	  

voice	  and	  a	  vote.	  	  
	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  There	  was	  specific	  emphasis	  on	  
strong,	  local	  self-‐government.	  

	  	  	  	  



When	  the	  structure	  was	  completed	  the	  
Israelites	  were	  organized	  as	  follows:	  

	  	  	  Moses	  
	  	  	  V.P.	  (Aaron)	  And	  V.P.	  (Joshua)	  
	  	  	  A	  Senate	  or	  Council	  of	  70	  

	  	  	  A	  Congress	  of	  Elected	  RepresentaIves	  
	  	  	  1000	  Families	  
	  	  	  100	  Families	  
	  	  	  50	  Families	  
	  	  	  10	  Families	  
	  	  	  Single	  family	  



The 28 Great Ideas that Changed the 
World 



	  First Principle:	  The	  only	  reliable	  basis	  for	  
sound	  government	  

	  	  	  and	  just	  human	  relaIons	  is	  Natural	  
Law.	  

	  Cicero,	  “True	  law	  is	  right	  reason	  in	  
agreement	  with	  nature;	  it	  is	  of	  
universal	  applicaIon,	  unchanging	  
and	  everlasIng”	  



Second Principle:	  A	  free	  people	  cannot	  
survive	  under	  a	  republican	  

	  	  	  consItuIon	  unless	  they	  remain	  
virtuous	  and	  morally	  strong.	  

	  Ben	  Franklin,	  “Only	  a	  virtuous	  people	  
are	  capable	  of	  freedom.	  As	  naIons	  
become	  corrupt	  and	  vicious,	  they	  
have	  more	  need	  of	  masters.”	  



Third Principle: The	  most	  promising	  
method	  of	  securing	  a	  virtuous	  

	  	  	  and	  morally	  stable	  people	  is	  to	  elect	  
virtuous	  leaders.	  

	  Proverbs	  	  29:2,	  “When	  the	  righteous	  thrive,	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
the	  people	  rejoice;	  
when	  the	  wicked	  rule,	  the	  people	  groan.”	  NIV	  

	  	  Jefferson,	  “There	  is	  a	  natural	  aristocracy	  
among	  men.	  The	  grounds	  of	  this	  are	  virtue	  
and	  talents....”	  



Fourth Principle: Without	  religion	  the	  
government	  of	  a	  

	  	  	  free	  people	  cannot	  be	  maintained.	  	  

	  In	  1787,	  the	  very	  year	  the	  ConsItuIon	  
was	  wricen	  and	  approved	  by	  Congress,	  
that	  same	  Congress	  passed	  the	  famous	  
Northwest	  Ordinance.	  In	  it	  they	  
emphasized	  the	  essenIal	  need	  to	  teach	  
religion	  and	  morality	  in	  the	  schools.	  	  





The	  Northwest Ordinance established	  a	  
government	  for	  the	  Northwest	  Territory,	  
outlined	  the	  process	  for	  admidng	  a	  new	  

state	  to	  the	  Union.	  

	  	  	  	  ArIcle	  3,	  “Religion,	  morality,	  and	  
knowledge	  being	  necessary	  to	  good	  
government	  and	  the	  happiness	  of	  
mankind,	  schools	  and	  the	  means	  of	  
educaIon	  shall	  forever	  be	  encouraged.”	  



Fifth Principle:	  All	  things	  were	  created	  by	  
God,	  therefore	  upon	  Him	  all	  

	  	  	  mankind	  are	  equally	  dependent,	  and	  to	  
Him	  they	  are	  equally	  responsible.	  

	  William	  Blackstone	  established	  the	  classes	  for	  the	  first	  law	  
school	  at	  Oxford	  in	  1753.	  His	  lectures	  on	  the	  English	  law	  
were	  published	  in	  1765	  and	  were	  as	  widely	  read	  in	  America	  
as	  they	  were	  in	  England.	  

	  	  In	  his	  Commentaries	  on	  the	  Laws	  of	  England,	  Blackstone	  
propounded	  the	  generally	  accepted	  idea	  that	  "when	  the	  
Supreme	  Being	  formed	  the	  universe"	  he	  organized	  it	  and	  
then	  "impressed	  certain	  principles	  upon	  that	  macer,	  from	  
which	  it	  can	  never	  depart,	  and	  without	  which	  it	  would	  
cease	  to	  be.”	  



Sixth Principle:	  All	  men	  are	  created	  
equal.	  



“We	  hold	  these	  truths	  to	  be	  self-‐
evident,	  that	  all	  men	  are	  created	  
equal,	  that	  they	  are	  endowed	  by	  
their	  Creator	  with	  certain	  
unalienable	  Rights,	  that	  among	  
these	  are	  Life,	  Liberty	  and	  the	  
pursuit	  of	  Happiness.”	  

-‐DeclaraIon	  of	  Independence	  



Seventh Principle: The	  proper	  role	  of	  
government	  is	  to	  protect	  

	  	  	  equal	  rights,	  not	  provide	  equal	  things.	  

	  ConsItuIonal	  author	  Clarence	  Carson,	  "First,	  there	  
is	  equality	  before	  the	  law.	  This	  means	  that	  every	  
man's	  case	  is	  tried	  by	  the	  same	  law	  governing	  any	  
parIcular	  case.	  PracIcally,	  it	  means	  that	  there	  are	  
no	  different	  laws	  for	  different	  classes	  and	  orders	  of	  
men	  [as	  there	  were	  in	  ancient	  Imes].	  The	  definiIon	  
of	  premeditated	  murder	  is	  the	  same	  for	  the	  
millionaire	  as	  for	  the	  tramp.	  A	  corollary	  of	  this	  is	  
that	  no	  classes	  are	  created	  or	  recognized	  by	  law.”	  



	  Carson,	  “Second,	  the	  DeclaraIon	  refers	  to	  
an	  equality	  of	  rights....	  Each	  man	  is	  equally	  
enItled	  to	  his	  life	  with	  every	  other	  man;	  
each	  man	  has	  an	  equal	  Itle	  to	  God-‐given	  
liberIes	  along	  with	  every	  other.”	  

	  LeviIcus	  19:5,	  “Do	  not	  pervert	  jusIce;	  do	  
not	  show	  parIality	  to	  the	  poor	  or	  favoriIsm	  
to	  the	  great,	  but	  judge	  your	  neighbor	  fairly.”	  	  



Eighth Principle: Men	  are	  endowed	  by	  
their	  Creator	  

	  	  	  with	  certain	  unalienable	  rights.	  

	  Skousen,	  “The	  Founders	  did	  not	  believe	  that	  the	  
basic	  rights	  of	  mankind	  originated	  from	  any	  social	  
compact,	  king,	  emperor,	  or	  governmental	  authority.	  
Those	  rights,	  they	  believed,	  came	  directly	  and	  
exclusively	  from	  God.”	  

	  Note:	  Unalienable	  rights	  are	  different	  than	  vested	  rights,	  
which	  are	  given	  by	  the	  community	  or	  the	  state.	  	  	  



Ninth Principle:	  To	  protect	  man's	  rights,	  
God	  has	  revealed	  

	  	  	  certain	  principles	  of	  divine	  law.	  
	  Blackstone,	  “The	  doctrines	  thus	  delivered	  we	  call	  the	  
revealed	  or	  divine	  law,	  and	  they	  are	  to	  be	  found	  only	  in	  the	  
Holy	  Scriptures.	  These	  precepts,	  when	  revealed,	  are	  found	  
upon	  comparison	  to	  be	  really	  a	  part	  of	  the	  original	  law	  of	  
nature,	  as	  they	  tend	  in	  all	  their	  consequences	  to	  man's	  
felicity.”	  	  

	  Locke,	  “The	  law	  of	  Nature	  stands	  as	  an	  eternal	  rule	  to	  all	  
men,	  legislators	  as	  well	  as	  others.	  The	  rules	  that	  they	  make	  
for	  man's	  acIons	  must	  ...	  be	  conformable	  to	  the	  law	  of	  
Nature	  -‐-‐	  i.e.,	  to	  the	  will	  of	  God."	  ”	  



	  Tenth Principle:	  The	  God-‐given	  right	  to	  
govern	  is	  vested	  in	  

	  	  	  the	  sovereign	  authority	  of	  the	  whole	  
people.	  

	  Hamilton,	  “The	  fabric	  of	  American	  empire	  
ought	  to	  rest	  on	  the	  solid	  basis	  of	  the	  consent	  
of	  the	  people.	  The	  streams	  of	  naIonal	  power	  
ought	  to	  flow	  immediately	  from	  that	  pure,	  
original	  fountain	  of	  all	  legiImate	  authority.”	  

	  (Direct	  contradicIon	  to	  “Divine	  Right	  of	  Kings”)	  



Eleventh Principle:	  The	  majority	  of	  the	  people	  
may	  alter	  or	  

	  	  	  abolish	  a	  government	  which	  has	  become	  
tyrannical.	  

	  DeclaraIon	  of	  Independence,	  “Prudence,	  indeed,	  will	  dictate	  
that	  governments	  long	  established	  should	  not	  be	  changed	  for	  
light	  and	  transient	  causes;	  and,	  accordingly,	  all	  experience	  has	  
shown,	  that	  mankind	  are	  more	  disposed	  to	  suffer,	  while	  evils	  
are	  sufferable,	  than	  to	  right	  themselves	  by	  abolishing	  the	  
forms	  to	  which	  they	  are	  accustomed.”	  

	  "But,	  when	  a	  long	  train	  of	  abuses	  and	  usurpaIons,	  pursuing	  
invariably	  the	  same	  object,	  evinces	  a	  design	  to	  reduce	  them	  
under	  absolute	  despoIsm,	  it	  is	  their	  right,	  it	  is	  their	  duty,	  to	  
throw	  off	  such	  government,	  and	  to	  provide	  new	  guards	  for	  
their	  future	  security.”	  



Twelfth Principle:	  The	  United	  States	  of	  
America	  shall	  be	  a	  republic.	  

	  Madison,	  “Democracies	  have	  ever	  been	  spectacles	  
of	  turbulence	  and	  contenIon;	  have	  ever	  been	  found	  
incompaIble	  with	  personal	  security	  or	  the	  rights	  of	  
property;	  and	  have	  in	  general	  been	  as	  short	  in	  their	  
lives	  as	  they	  have	  been	  violent	  in	  their	  deaths....”	  

	  “A	  republic,	  by	  which	  I	  mean	  a	  government	  in	  which	  
the	  scheme	  of	  representaIon	  takes	  place,	  opens	  a	  
different	  prospect	  and	  promises	  the	  cure	  for	  which	  
we	  are	  seeking.”	  	  



Thirteenth Principle:	  A	  consItuIon	  should	  
be	  structured	  to	  permanently	  

	  	  	  protect	  the	  people	  from	  the	  human	  
frailIes	  of	  their	  rulers.	  

	  Jefferson,	  “Let	  no	  more	  be	  said	  of	  confidence	  in	  man,	  
but	  bind	  him	  down	  from	  mischief	  by	  the	  chains	  of	  the	  
ConsItuIon.”	  

	  Washington,	  “Government	  is	  not	  reason,	  it	  is	  not	  
eloquence	  -‐-‐	  it	  is	  force!	  Like	  fire,	  it	  is	  a	  dangerous	  
servant	  and	  a	  fearful	  master.”	  



Fourteenth Principle:	  Life	  and	  liberty	  are	  
secure	  only	  so	  long	  

	  	  	  as	  the	  right	  to	  property	  is	  secure.	  

	  Locke:	  	  All	  property	  is	  an	  extension	  of	  a	  person's	  life,	  
energy,	  and	  ingenuity.	  Therefore,	  to	  destroy	  or	  
confiscate	  such	  property	  is,	  in	  reality,	  an	  acack	  on	  the	  
essence	  of	  life	  itself.	  

	  John	  Adams,	  “The	  moment	  the	  idea	  is	  admiced	  into	  
society	  that	  property	  is	  not	  as	  sacred	  as	  the	  laws	  of	  
God,	  and	  that	  there	  is	  not	  a	  force	  of	  law	  and	  public	  
jusIce	  to	  protect	  it,	  anarchy	  and	  tyranny	  commence.	  
Property	  must	  be	  secured	  or	  liberty	  cannot	  exist.”	  



Fifteenth Principle:	  The	  highest	  level	  of	  
prosperity	  occurs	  when	  there	  

	  	  	  is	  a	  free-‐market	  economy	  and	  a	  
minimum	  of	  government	  regulaIons.	  

	  Adam	  Smith	  described	  the	  “Invisible	  Hand”	  
in	  “The	  Wealth	  of	  NaIons”	  as	  the	  driving	  
force	  in	  a	  free-‐market.	  	  	  



Adam Smith’s “Wealth of Nations”	  



Adam	  Smith’s	  Free-‐Enterprise	  Formula	  

	  	  1.	  Specialized	  producIon	  -‐-‐	  let	  each	  person	  or	  corporaIon	  do	  what	  
they	  do	  best.	  

	  	  2.	  Exchange	  of	  goods	  takes	  place	  in	  a	  free-‐market	  environment	  
without	  governmental	  interference	  in	  producIon,	  prices,	  or	  wages.	  

	  	  3.	  The	  free	  market	  provides	  the	  needs	  of	  the	  people	  on	  the	  basis	  of	  
supply	  and	  demand,	  with	  no	  government	  imposed	  monopolies.	  

	  4.	  Prices	  are	  regulated	  by	  compeIIon	  on	  the	  basis	  of	  supply	  and	  
demand.	  

	  5.	  Profits	  are	  looked	  upon	  as	  the	  means	  by	  which	  producIon	  of	  goods	  
and	  services	  is	  made	  worthwhile.	  

	  6.	  CompeIIon	  is	  looked	  upon	  as	  the	  means	  by	  which	  quality	  is	  
improved,	  quanIty	  is	  increased,	  and	  prices	  are	  reduced.	  



“The	  Four	  Laws	  of	  Economic	  Freedom”	  
To	  Promote	  Maximum	  Prosperity	  

	  	  1.	  The	  Freedom	  to	  try.	  

	  	  2.	  The	  Freedom	  to	  buy.	  

	  	  	  	  	  3.	  The	  Freedom	  to	  sell.	  

	  	  	  	  	  4.	  The	  Freedom	  to	  fail.	  



Government’s	  Role	  in	  Economy	  

•  Different	  theories,	  but	  at	  least	  

– Prevent	  and	  punish	  force	  used	  in	  the	  market	  
– This	  ensures	  a	  VOLUNTARY	  exchange	  of	  goods	  and	  
services	  

– Thus	  protecIng	  private	  property	  rights.	  	  	  




